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St Thomas’ Mayflower Way, Holtspur 
(www.stthomasbeaconsfield.org.uk)

Team Vicar:
Revd Michael Johnson

Tel: 01494 675705

email: michael@stthomasbeaconsfield.org.uk

Churchwarden: 
Trevor Sharkey - Tel: 07811 393931

email: tshark107@aol.com

St Mary & All Saints 
Old Town 

(www.stmarysbeaconsfield.org.uk)

Team Rector: 
Revd Dr Jeremy Brooks 

Tel: 07788 590762 (*Monday)
email: rector@stmarysbeaconsfield.org.uk 

For information phone Parish Office 01494 676690 
email: info@stmarysbeaconsfield.org.uk

Associate Priest: 
Revd Margot Suter

Tel: 01494 676952 / 07779 803519
email: revmargot@stmarysbeaconsfield.org.uk

(*Thursday & Friday)

Churchwardens: 
Harriet Baldwin - Tel: 07973 397075 

Bill Edwards - Tel: 07843 419504

St Michael & All Angels 
St Michael’s Green, New Town

(www.stmichaelsbeaconsfield.org.uk)

Team Vicar:
Revd Sharon Roberts

Tel: 01494 681766 (*Thursday)
email: vicar@stmichaelsbeaconsfield.org.uk

Church Office: 01494 676931
churchoffice@stmichaelsbeaconsfield.org.uk

Churchwardens: 
Daphne Scott - Tel: 01494 676938

John Gibbs - Tel: 01494 676931
churchwarden@stmichaelsbeaconsfield.org.uk

Licensed Lay Minister:
Mrs Hazel Chow - Tel: 01494 675832

hazelchow@hotmail.co.uk

Holy Communion - 8.00am 
(Book of Common Prayer)

Parish Communion - 10.00am (except 1st Sunday)
(Family Service non-Eucharistic: 1st Sunday)

Matins and Sermon - 11.15am (1st Sunday only)
Evensong and Sermon - 6.30pm (except 1st Sunday)

Evening Eucharist with Ministry of Healing  
(1st Sunday only)

Junior Church each Sunday (except 1st) 10.00am
 in the Fitzwilliams Centre.

Baptism and marriage enquiries to the Parish Office.

BEACONSFIELD ANGLICAN TEAM MINISTRY

Further information from the Parish Office (676690) in the Fitzwilliams Centre,
Windsor End, Beaconsfield HP9 2JW. Open 9.30am - 2.30pm Monday to Friday

* Denotes normal day off

Holy Communion - 8.00am (traditional)
Early Bird Service - 9.15am  (1st Sunday in the hall  

for children aged 0-7 and parents or guardians) 
Family Holy Communion - 9.15am (3rd Sunday) 

Family Praise - 9.15am (4th Sunday)
Holy Communion 10.30am (every Sunday)

Weekday Holy Communion 9.00am (every Wednesday)
Messy Church for all ages 2nd Sunday in the hall at 4.00pm

For families there is a warm welcome and a variety
of activities each Sunday.

Holy Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays) 10.00am

Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays) 10.00am

Crèche and children’s church each Sunday at 10.00am. 

Baptisms and marriages by appointment .
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Note from the Team Rector

It was great to 
read through the 
online version of 
May’s community 
magazine and see 
what news there is 
still coming out at 
the moment.  I 
should express my 
thanks on behalf of 
all of us to Margaret 
our editor, who always works so hard 
on the magazine and now has an added 
complication of getting it online in time.  
And to spare a thought - and offer our 
thanks - to our printers, Turville Printing.  
Like so many businesses, the effect of the 
lockdown will not be easy to bear.   

We have now been told that the lockdown 
is easing.  At the time of writing it is too 
soon to see what impact that will have both 
on virus transmission and also on society.  
With the start of June comes the opening 
of schools.  The thing I have been most 
thankful for in this whole crisis is that my 
children are beyond the need for home 
schooling from me and can manage their 
classes themselves!  My admiration for 
those of you who have been supervising 
your children’s education in partnership 
with school teachers knows no bounds!  

A friend posted a message recently to 
say that there were two things that were 
keeping her sane at the moment.  The 
first was that this crisis would come to an 
end.  The second was that it was not likely 
to be soon.  The balance between these 
two realities needs, I think, to be kept so that 
we can face the coming months with hope 
for a better future and patience for a difficult 
present.   

Your friend, 

Jeremy 
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THE WEAKEST LINK?
Do you remember the combative 
TV quiz programme called The 
Weakest Link which the BBC ran 
between 2000 and 2012, hosted 
by the forceful Anne Robinson?

Players competed to answer 
general knowledge questions, 
with those contestants who 
failed to offer good enough 
answers being voted off to Anne’s 
brusque dismissal: “you are the weakest link. 
Goodbye”!

Although not a regular viewer, one 
episode sticks in my memory. It involved a 
contestant who was a Christian. Knowing his 
background, the host mocked him about his 
faith. Finally she challenged him: “Tell me the 
gospel in one sentence!” Without hesitation 
he sang: “Here’s to you Mrs Robinson, Jesus 
loves you more than you will know.” For once 
Anne Robinson was lost for words.

I wonder who you think ended up as the 
“weakest link” on that occasion?

Being a Christian isn’t, as some may think, 
a sign of weakness. Yes, Jesus did tell his 
followers they’d have to give up their own 
lives. And in today’s world, where the 
emphasis is often on me, and my self-
fulfilment, this may seem unrealistically 
counter-cultural. But Christians have 
demonstrated throughout history that it 
takes men and women of character, courage 
and determination to stand in the face of 
often extreme opposition. 

Jesus Christ loves the world and actively 
seeks followers. Seeking and finding Jesus 
is the beginning of a journey to life. The 
weakest links aren’t those who affirm and 
pursue their faith in Christ but rather those 
who don’t. For Christians, faith and trust 
in God grow through prayer and through 

communion with other 
Christians and reaching out to 
our neighbours. 

The current national crisis has 
presented opportunities for 
Christians to make a difference 
in their communities and to 
show to others what God is 
like by the way they live out 
their daily lives and respond 

practically and spiritually to life’s deepest 
challenges. And in the midst of crisis it 
seems that many are turning to churches 
for answers to the big questions of life as 
politicians and scientists increasingly seem 
helpless.

Perhaps there’s no time quite like the 
present for knowing that “Jesus loves 
you more than you will know” applies to 
everybody in a desperate world - not just 
Mrs Robinson of the song. You may never 
know what a difference your own example 
makes. All Christians can and do make 
a difference to other people’s lives and 
helping others to discover who they are and 
why they’re here may just be one vital part 
of God’s concurrent plans for revival and 
salvation.  

Jesus offers not a new start in life but a new 
life to start with - “new creation” life that 
will last forever. This is the crucial gospel 
message for today - so that when we 
ourselves stand before God he won’t say to 
us: “you are the weakest link. Goodbye”!

(See Latimer Minster website for 40 days of 
corporate prayer as we seek God together at 
this challenging time).

Don Horrocks 
Pastoral Care Team, Latimer Minster
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PAUSE TO PRAY
Prayer for the media

Loving God,
We pray for everyone working in and with media in these 

challenging times.
Encourage all who seek to explain and interpret the                     

fast-changing world around us.
Embolden the truth-tellers, truth-seekers and fact-checkers.

Promote coverage that builds our shared humanity and where 
everyone has a voice.

Bring clarity where there is confusion
Bring knowledge where there is speculation

Bring wisdom and insight when the way ahead seems unclear.
And bring us all to a knowledge of truth that sets us free, and 

helps keep us safe.
In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen.
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JUNE 1940 – A MONTH TO REMEMBER
June 1940, 80 years ago, was a 
dramatic month in the Second 
World War and one which saw 
two of the most memorable 
speeches in English.

As the evacuation of Allied 
Forces from Dunkirk was 
completed, recently appointed 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
told the House of Commons on 4th June: 
“We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight 
on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the 
fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the 
hills; we shall never surrender.”

Surprisingly he did not broadcast it to the 
nation: it was not recorded until 1949, “for 
posterity.” When he spoke, the French had 

not surrendered, and the idea 
that “in God’s good time” the 
USA might conceivably have to 
ride to the aid of a ‘subjugated’ 
England actually depressed as 
many people as it invigorated.

Two weeks later, on the 18th 
June, with the battle in France 
lost, Churchill did address the 

country directly with a rallying call in what 
must indeed have seemed a very dark hour. 
“The Battle of Britain,” he said, “is about to 
begin. Upon this battle depends the survival 
of Christian civilisation.” He concluded by 
saying that if Britain were to last a thousand 
years, people would still say, “This was their 
finest hour.”

CHARLES DICKENS - PROLIFIC WRITER 
WITH A SOCIAL CONSCIENCE

Popular Victorian novelist 
Charles Dickens died 150 years 
ago, on 9th June 1870. His 
books include The Pickwick 
Papers, A Tale of Two Cities and 
David Copperfield.

He died of a stroke in Gad’s 
Hill Place, his country home in 
Kent, when halfway through 
writing The Mystery of Edwin Drood. The last 
novel he completed – most of them were 
written in regularly released parts – was Our 
Mutual Friend, in 1865.

He had been born in Portsmouth in 1812, 
the second of eight children. His family 
were relatively poor, and his mother wanted 
him out at work, so he never received a 
formal education. Nevertheless, he edited 

a weekly journal for 20 years 
and wrote 15 novels, as well as 
many other stories, articles and 
letters. He was also a staunch 
social campaigner, particularly 
for children’s rights and 
education.

As could be deduced from 
one of his most loved works, 

A Christmas Carol, he was a firm believer 
in Christian elements such as compassion 
and redemption, and he loved the New 
Testament, while having little time for the 
Old or for organised religion. His parents 
were nominal Anglicans. He is said to have 
wanted his stories to be seen as ‘parables’ 
emphasising the teaching of Jesus.
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We live on Grove Road in Beaconsfield and 
our children are Annaliese Martin (aged 5) 
and George Martin (aged 3).  We are lucky 
to have a great sense of community on 
our street with everyone clapping every 
Thursday evening.

We love visiting the Meadow at the 
bottom of the street (beside Butlers Court 
school) to climb trees each day as part of 
our 1 hour of exercise.

We really enjoy baking cakes and buns 
trying out new recipes from the internet.

We had a great surprise when Spiderman 
(aka Daddy) turned up one afternoon to 
play with us in the house!

I have learnt how to ride a bicycle - George 
has not quite mastered it yet and is 
sticking to his pedal bike for now!

We had fun on VE Day making bunting out 
of empty cornflake boxes and painting 
triangles into Union Jack flags.

TALENTED TODDLERS
It’s not just grown-ups that have been 
keeping busy during lockdown.  The 
families from St Mary’s Toddler group 
have found lots of fun ways to occupy 
themselves too.

Toddler group (usually) runs every 
Wednesday during term time between 

1.30pm and 3.00pm and new families are 
always welcome.  We are delighted to hear 
from new volunteers too!  All we need 
is a couple of hours of your time once a 
month.  For further details please contact 
Nicki Crowther (670236) or Ann Benstock 
(672314). 
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ELSIE
My daughter, Elsie, attends the wonderful 
weekly toddler group in Old Beaconsfield 
with Nicki and her fantastic team. It is her 
favourite day of the week as she gets to 
catch up with all her chums and play (and 
eat yummy snacks!). She is really missing it. 

We have been trying to teach her about 
the incredible nurses who are working day 
and night to look after all the vulnerable 
people at this tough time. As you can see, 
she certainly looks the part and her big 
smile is her way of saying ‘Thank you’ to 
our NHS.  

Catharine Keen

Lisa Martin
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FREYA
Since lockdown began, Freya has been 
making animals out of paper plates. 
She has done lots of painting, cutting, 
colouring and sticking to make the 
different animals. Freya’s favourite animal 
that she made is the flamingo. 
Nikki Williams

We have been spending lots of time in 
the garden and also baking. We’ve made 
bread and lots of cakes!! But now we are 
home schooling and it seems to be taking 
over our lives!! Hopefully we will get into a 
routine soon!!

Louise Reeves
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THOUGHTS AND MEMORIES WHILE            
IN LOCKDOWN

I was brought up that you had to do as 
you were told and what I am supposed to 
do in the present situation, as an elderly 
adult, I understand is both wise and 
thoughtful. Unfortunately deep inside me 
is a rebellious child who says why should 
I?  If it stops me doing what I want! I have 
fought this person all my life and it has got 
me into trouble at times.

When war broke out I was a meek little red 
headed four year old, living in Walton-on-
Thames, with a mum who scared the life 
out of me.  Her standards were high and I 
already had this tendency to rebel.

Both my patents were working in the 
war efforts and I was sent to live with 
my grandparents.  My gran was an easy 
going soul who let life just wash over her.  
Grandpa appeared to be stern but I soon 
discovered he had another side to him.

During the air raids, and there were plenty 
of them, grandpa and I spent an enormous 
amount of time under the stairs, a warm 
cosy spot with a thick curtain to close it 
off.  Grandma just went to bed and slept.  
I later discovered that a tot of whisky 
was her answer to everything! Grandpa 
would read to me and play games and we 
became mates. Without actually saying 
so he encouraged the rebellious side in 
me and often we would creep out from 
under the stairs to watch the raids.  It was 
exciting to see low flying planes, bombs 
and explosions! It was a bit too exciting 
especially the night they hit the local 
furniture shop, well stocked with armchairs 
and mattresses.  What a blaze!  

I wasn’t doing what I was told, but with 

encouragement I got away with it, at 4-5 
years old you have no sense of danger and 
grandpa was there too. You are invincible 
and I survived the war! We were bombed 
out under the stairs, survived and what an 
adventure!!

Then came this lockdown. As a senior 
citizen, who should know better, I know it 
is sensible and I fully agree with it, but not 
if it interferes with what I want to do. There 
goes the 4 year old again!      

Sitting in the garden now on a beautiful 
afternoon with a little robin singing his 
head off, silence except for a solitary 
aeroplane which has just flown over, there 
goes my itchy feet.  I haven’t left Holtspur 
for 7 weeks, can I go too or just catch a bus 
to somewhere?

How do I feel about lockdown? I know it is 
helpful and considerate to others and will 
help to fight this awful virus, but I want to 
go out and do what I want to do!  In fact 
I’ve had a short rebellion and persuaded 
my daughter to take me to Tesco to do my 
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LIFE IN LOCKDOWN
1st January 2020 
After eighteen months 
of ill health, I am looking 
forward to the new 
decade and thank 
hospitals in Oxford and 
Buckinghamshire, as 
well as the Simpson 
Centre for their 
wonderful treatment. I 
have heard in the news 
about something called 
coronavirus, but we have 
been there before with SARS and MERS.

February 
I heard a little more about coronavirus, 
but was not concerned. On 21st February, 
I read about a small outbreak in Italy, but 
was unaware of what was to come. Late 
February, I heard about people panic 
buying toilet rolls, pasta and flour. I always 

keep a full freezer and store 
cupboard, so did not need 
extra provisions.

March 
Coronavirus is now called 
Covid-19 and has become 
more serious. I have 
decided to take precautions 
like wearing disposable 
gloves and putting a scarf 
over my nose and mouth 
when out of the house. 

I’m attending church, but not taking 
communion and not greeting my family 
with hugs, as I usually would.

12.05pm 23rd March
I was devastated and emotional after 
receiving a text telling me I am at risk of 
severe illness if I were to contract Covid-19 
and must stay in my house for a minimum 

shopping. And did I enjoy it wrapped up 
in a mask and gloves and following the 
instructions?  It did my mental heath a lot 
of good.  There have been weeks which 
have been a real up-and-down experience.

I decided to use this time wisely – week 
3 was the first period, the garden must 
be attacked, quite a lot was achieved.  I 
weeded and then realised I needed plants 
to fill the gaps. The plants have been 
ordered online and I am still waiting. The 
weather has been good but no plants.  

How I envy Casper, my cat, who can go 
where he likes, over the road to see friends 
when he pleases.  Why can’t I? Well I am a 
grown up and must be sensible, but not in 
my nature.

Another aircraft has just flown over, where 
is he going? The house is clean and tidy, 
the weeds have gone (well most of them), 
I have seen friends while walking about, 
miles apart and I must do as I am asked. 
And there are piles of jobs that I have now 
found but so far have not done.

I am sure we will come out of this we’ve 
overcome many things with God’s help 
and guidance.  I know we are doing what 
is right especially for all those who have to 
isolate and those who are helping them 
during this awful time.  But this rebellious 
4 year old is itching to go somewhere, if 
only for a cup of coffee at Costa.

Jan Petts
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of twelve weeks.  How will I cope? How 
will I get fresh fruit, vegetables and milk 
etc? Oh, me of little faith! By the end of the 
week, I had an army of wonderful friends 
who rallied round. Matthew does my main 
shopping at Waitrose as well as delivering 
a newspaper and a Costa coffee every 
morning. Jenny includes me in her Tesco 
delivery and her visits to the Tuesday and 
Farmers Markets, as well as checking on 
me on her exercise walks. Ann gets me 
fresh farm eggs, Julie, an elderly neighbour 
makes and sends me slices of delicious 
home-made cake and Andy tidies up the 
front of my house, pulling up weeds etc. 
Rachel, a Beaconsfield Better Connected 
buddy, puts a note through the door to 
offer help and as she only lives around 
the corner, I get to see her on her bike or 
walking for her daily exercise. I apply to 
be an end-of-the-phone buddy, but with 
people so willing to help, I am not needed. 
By the end of March, I am feeling much 
more positive.

April
Life has got into a new routine and there 
is time to tackle all those jobs I meant to 
do, especially paperwork and filing. Jeremy 
Brooks, the rector of St Mary’s, along with 
help from the other churches in the parish, 
set up streaming for the church services 
and Easter. Although different, we were 
able to pray with our churches. Many 
thanks to Hugh and others who set this 
up. Personally, I have received texts from 
Jeremy and Margot telephoned to see how 
I was. Also, we keep in touch by phone with 
our house groups. I feel a deep sense of 
community.

May
We are unable to celebrate, as planned, the 
75th Anniversary of VE Day and although 

I cannot see them myself, several people, 
through WhatsApp, have sent me lovely 
pictures of the poppy cascades and other 
arrangements. Well done Angela, Harriet 
and everyone else involved. Also, well 
done the church for all their presentations 
during the day.

9th May
My birthday. The original plan was for my 
family to come from Beccles, Braintree 
and Chelmsford for the day. My mother 
was treating us to lunch at the Vanilla 
Pod in Marlow. The actual day went very 
differently of course. I had 14 landline calls, 
numerous texts and calls on my mobile. 
Several friends called by with gifts and 
cards, including Rachel, my BBC buddy. 
One friend even made me a cake (which 
was delicious) and I now have seven full 
vases of flowers dotted about my house. 
Another friend came by with a bottle of 
Prosecco, with another neighbour bringing 
their own glass. I had a supper of scallops, 
wagyu fillet beef with strawberries and 
cream. I looked back on a different, but 
truly wonderful day.

Well, how has lockdown affected me? I 
have realised what an amazing family and 
group of friends I have and how hard the 
clergy in our local churches work. There are 
not enough words to praise the dedication 
of the NHS and many other people who 
help us, like the postmen and women, 
the bin collectors and the shop staff. It is 
almost seven weeks into lockdown with 
another five to go and life is very good. 

Good luck to all of you and stay safe.

Margaret Barber



 
 Beaconsfield Community Magazine - June 202012

VE DAY POPPY CASCADE
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COMMUNITY NEWS
~Beaconsfield & Chiltern  

Luncheon Club

We are a friendly club which meets for 
eight months of the year on the first 
Monday of the month at the Crowne 
Plaza, near Beaconsfield.  A three-course 
lunch is followed by an interesting speaker 
and members can bring guests if they 
wish. You are most welcome to come 
along initially as a guest to see whether 
you would like to join. If you would like 
more information please contact our 
Membership Secretary on 01753 644370.

Beaconsfield Community  
Association - Lunch Club

Thursday lunch club is at the Curzon 
Centre, Maxwell Road. Did you know 
there is a warm welcome and a three 
course meal available every Thursday 
to people over 60? Arrive from 12 noon; 
lunch is served at 12.30pm and we finish 
at 1.30pm.  This is a chance to make new 
friends or meet old ones. There is no 
membership fee to join the club - you 
only pay when you come - but we ask for 
a donation of £5 per head, to include tea/
coffee plus a chance in a weekly raffle. We 
also have fortnightly entertainment. If you 
think you might like to see what it is all 
about you can contact Elizabeth Meares 
on 01753 884970. (We may also be able to 
provide transport to and from the Centre, 
if you need it). 

Beaconsfield Cycle Path  
Action Group

The Group attempts to promote cycling to 
work, school and leisure pursuits for the 
people of Beaconsfield.  To do this we are 
trying to negotiate the installation of cycle 
racks and a network of recognised and safe 

cycle paths within the Town. For further 
details about us please see our website 
http://www.beaconsfield-cycle-paths.org.
uk/ or phone 07813 837225.

Beaconsfield & District  
Historical Society

Outings take place in the spring and 
summer months and we have talks in the 
winter on Saturday afternoons.  Summer 
visits up to and including the 20th 
July have been cancelled.  We will take 
a view on the other visits nearer to the 
dates. Contact Jane Wall: 01753 645954 
/ 07708 802283 / janewall45@hotmail.
co.uk. For further details of the Society 
please contact the Membership Secretary, 
Mrs Irene Stanbury, 01628 530005/
irenestanbury@yahoo.co.uk or visit www.
beaconsfieldhistory.org.uk

 
Beaconsfield Family Centre

We know that being a parent means you 
are constantly learning new things and 
being faced with new challenges. The 
Family Centre provides activities and 
support for families with children 0-19 
years (25 years for children with SEN). 
We offer advice on a range of topics 
including health, speech and language, 
family routines, accessing specialist 
services, opportunities to widen social 
networks, employment and careers 
advice. We can signpost to other services 
to support victims of domestic abuse or 
substance misuse and one-to-one support 
in the home. You can find us at: Beacon 
Close, Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 1RJ tel: 
01494 678244. If you would like further 
information please email 
beaconsfieldfc@buckinghamshire.gov.uk. 
Follow us on Facebook to keep updated @
beaconsfieldfamilycentre
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Beaconsfield Film Society

Want to watch a film at home? Then check 
out our new initiative ‘Life Without Cinema.’  
Details can be found on the website www.
beaconsfieldfilmsociety.com.  Look under 
Life without Cinema on the bar at the top of 
the opening page and follow the drop-
down Introduction page, which provides 
the method.  The Issue pages provide film 
suggestions and a new page will be added 
bi-weekly.  If you have any questions, 
please contact us through the website and 
we will try to respond. See pages 42 & 43.

Beaconsfield Pickleball Club

BPC has been in existence for over three 
years and we have a membership of over 
forty. We play at the Beacon Sports Centre 
& Theatre on Thursday evenings, Sunday 
afternoons and/or Monday mornings. In 
case you haven’t heard of it before, 
pickleball is the world’s fastest growing 
racquet sport. Containing elements of 
badminton, tennis and table tennis, it is 
played on a badminton court and enjoyed 
by people of all ages, although our club is 
for adults. More details can be found at: 
www.beaconsfieldpickleballclub.co.uk

Beaconsfield Tennis Centre
The Oval tennis courts

Over 50’s tennis players welcome.  Every 
Wednesday 1.30 to 3.30pm.  No joining 
fee, turn up and play.  Tel: 01494 672320.

Beaconsfield WI  

We meet in St Teresa’s Parish Centre 
(behind Waitrose) on the third Monday of 
each month at 7.30pm for a glass of wine 

or a soft drink. This is an opportunity for 
members to chat and sign up for WI 
activities. The main meeting usually begins 
at 7.50pm.  Please call Deb Sanders (01494 
674634) for more information or come to 
any meeting. The charge for guests is 
£5.00. New members of all ages are 
welcome. 
~

CAP Job Club in Beaconsfield

If you are out of work and would like some 
practical and emotional support to help 
you find employment, book in to our job 
club. We meet on a weekly basis to equip 
you with the tools, skills and confidence to 
find work.  In addition to workshops and 
group support sessions, ongoing one-to-
one consultations are provided to help you 
in your personal job search.  The job club 
is open to all regardless of age, experience, 
background, race, faith etc.
If you would like to attend or find out 
further information, call the national 
freephone number 0800 328 0006 and 
ask about the Beaconsfield Job Club.  You 
can also find out more information on the 
website capjobclubs.org.  Alternatively call 
Paul Rundell on 01494 678597.

Careers Springboard & GradNet

Careers Springboard, the registered charity 
based in Gerrards Cross, now incorporates 
The Graduate Network (GradNet). It is a 
FREE service run by local volunteers to 
help managers and professionals find paid 
employment and graduates to find their 
first professional role. 

We are based at Gerrards Cross but, given 
the current coronavirus pandemic, our 
weekly meetings are now based solely 
on video conferencing utilising Zoom. 
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A Link to enable registered members to 
participate in our Monday virtual meetings 
is published each week in our weekly 
newsletter.

New members may register to join 
Careers Springboard by accessing our 
website and following the directions. For 
further information visit: http://www.
careersspringboard.org.uk

Please join us and please feel free to 
contact us at any time. 

Our weekly Monday evening virtual 
meetings, starting at 7.30pm, include 
presentations which all relate to improving 
your job search skills. Forthcoming 
Monday evening virtual presentations in 
June are as follows:

 1st: Building a winning CV

 8th: The future of work

15th: Linkedin - a winning profile 

22nd: The interview itself

29th: Tell me about yourself

In addition to these presentations we also 
provide one-to-one coaching services 
covering CV, interview practice, confidence 
building and many more jobseeker 
services.  All our services are FREE.

Chiltern Embroidery & Textile Group

The group welcomes stitchers from all over 
South Bucks who share an interest in the 
diverse world of Embroidery and Creative 
Textiles. 
Meetings are held on the second Monday 
of the month in Tylers Green Village Hall, 
Church Road, HP10 8LN at 7.30pm for 
8.00pm with visitors welcome at a charge 

of £5.00, including tea/coffee. For more 
information visit www.chilterntextiles.co.uk

Chiltern Hundreds Supper Club

Members meet monthly in Beaconsfield 
Old Town for an evening meal followed by 
a speaker.  The talks cover a wide range of 
subjects. If you appreciate good company 
with an evening meal and listening to an 
interesting speaker perhaps you would 
like to join us. (We are a social club with 
no political or religious affiliations). For 
more details phone Kate on 01494 
671508 or email chiltern100supperclub@
gmail.com

Holtspur Senior  
Citizens Club

Usually meets at Kiln Court on 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays of the month at 2.30 pm. 
In order to protect our members and the 
residents of Kiln Court, we have suspended 
meetings until further notice.  We will 
contact members fortnightly with updates. 
Further details from Tony Griffiths on 
01494 674929 or email: ag52meg@sky.com.   

 
Lunch Club

For older people who live alone, lunch 
at the Papermill, London Rd, Loudwater, 
HP10 9YL on the 4th Tuesday of the 
month. We meet at 12 noon and are 
usually finished about 1.30pm.  Transport 
can be organised. Contact Alison on 
673952 or 07760 311006.   
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Oasis Bereavement 

 Support Group

The group offers a warm welcome to 
anyone who has suffered bereavement 
during the past two years. Sadly, we are 
not able to meet for the time being but 
will start again as soon as we are allowed.  
However, if any person who has suffered 
a recent bereavement would value a 
phone call please contact either Pat 
on 672117 or Lorraine on 672860.

    Probus Club 
   Old Beaconsfield 

We are a club mainly for retired 
businessmen and professionals. We 
meet twice a month on a Wednesday 
at 9.30am in the Fitzwilliams Centre 
behind St Mary’s Church.  Coffee and 
biscuits are served, followed by a 
speaker on a variety of subjects. We also 
organise outside events and lunches 
with wives and partners. We have a full 
programme of speakers and events which 
can be viewed on our website www.
oldbeaconsfieldprobus.co.uk.  If you would 
like to attend a meeting as a guest email 
obprobusevents@gmail.com 

 Probus Club  
 of Beaconsfield

A friendly club for retired professional and 
businessmen.  We meet on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of each month at 
Revolution in Maxwell Road from 10.00am. 
When there is a fifth Thursday we arrange 
meetings for our ladies.   We have talks on 
a wide range of subjects and a busy social 
programme. For more information visit: 
www.beaconsfieldprobus.org

Simply Walk

Walking is an easy way to get more active, 
lose weight, improve your health and meet 
new people. Why not start now on one of 
our volunteer led walks organised as part 
of our Simply Walk scheme. The walks are 
free and designed to cater for everyone, 
allowing you to walk at your own pace.
Meet inside the Beaconsfield Library, 
Reynolds Road on Thursdays at 10.15am 
ready to depart at 10.30am. For more 
information contact Fiona Broadbent on 
01494 475367 or email: simplywalks@
buckinghamshire.gov.uk

South Bucks U3A

If you are retired from full-time 
employment and would like to extend 
your interests then come and join us at SB 
U3A.  We hold monthly general meetings 
on the 3rd Tuesday at the Beacon Centre, 
Holtspur at 2.00pm.  You would be most 
welcome to come along as a visitor for one 
of our meetings. 
In addition, we have nearly 50 varied 
interest groups. They range from 
painting, science, theatre, all things 
French, computing, philosophy, singing 
for fun and for lovers of the outdoors, 
garden visits, walking groups, tennis and 
ornithology, plus lots more.  For more 
information contact; Jan Condon on 01628 
633109 or www.sbu3a.org.uk

 
Sunrise of Beaconsfield

Two free regular community social events 
to bring people together and help combat 
loneliness in a relaxed environment, at our 
friendly Beaconsfield residential care home:
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Memory Café 3rd Thursday of the 
month 3.00pm - 4.00pm
Designed for carers and their loved 
ones living with dementia. This is an 
opportunity to join in with an activity or 
simply have a chat over a cup of tea and a 
slice of homemade cake.  

Coffee & seated Yoga 1st Tuesday of the 
month 11.00 - 12.30
Enjoy a coffee with our residents then join 
Anne for her ever popular seated yoga 
class in the lounge.  Comfortable clothes 
are the dress code for the morning!

If you would like to join us please call 
01494 360882 to book, as spaces are 
limited. 

  The Arts Society Beaconsfield 
(TASB - formerly NADFAS)

Following the great success of our virtual 
personalised lecture in early May, we 
will continue to offer virtual lectures on 
the first Thursday of the month and also 
add extra ones to our programme, which 
we hope members will enjoy in these 
unprecedented times. On Thursday 4th 
June Jacqueline Cockburn will lecture 
on Goya and on Thursday 18th June 
Maria Chester’s topic is Mayan culture: 
Bonampak, ‘Mexico’s Sistine Chapel.’  
Additional lectures will also be arranged in 
the following months. 

The lectures will be available any time 
from 10.30am until the end of the day and 
members will be given a link by e-mail on 
the day.  Make yourself a cup of coffee and 
come and join us!  For further information 
visit www.theartssocietybeaconsfield.org.
uk or contact a committee member.

The Rotary Club of Beaconsfield

The Club meets on a Tuesday evening 
at The White Hart, Aylesbury End, 
Beaconsfield Old Town (6.30pm for 
7.00pm) for members to enjoy a meal 
and the fellowship of Rotary friends. We 
discuss and plan our various fund raising 
and community activities and frequently 
enjoy contributions from visiting speakers. 
To know more or discuss possible 
membership please contact Barry Moxley 
on 01494 672229. 

Young at Heart
 

Now on 2nd and 4th Monday afternoons 
of the month at 2.15pm in the United 
Reformed Church, Holtspur, Crabtree 
Close. Open to all. No meetings planned at 
the moment.
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St Mary and All Saints
Church, Windsor End

The church is now closed due to government 
advice.  We will keep you updated as to 
when we are allowed to open again.
There are currently livestream services: 
midday prayers, 7.00pm Compline, 
available at https://www.facebook.com/
beaconsfieldteamministry/ 
A service of Holy Communion in the 
Fitzwilliams Centre on Wednesday mornings 
at 9.00am. 
Sunday services - All ages are welcome, 
particularly to our main service at 10.00am. 
There is a crèche area in church for those 
under three and weekly activities for older 
children in the Fitzwilliams Centre.  
Junior Church - We meet in church at the 
start of the 10.00am service every Sunday 
(except on the 1st Sunday of the month) 
and join our families and friends for the first 
hymn. We then all go into the Fitzwilliams 
Centre for a lively worship session for all ages 
and then break into groups for age-specific 
activities, Bibles stories, crafts and games. 
We all return to the main church towards 
the end of the service and can tell the 
congregation what we have been learning. 
The children join their families to take part 
in communion where they will receive the 
Eucharist or a blessing.
On the 1st Sunday in the month we all meet 
together in church for the whole Family 
Service at 10.00am and children and families 
take part in many aspects of the service.    
The Prayer Chain is for anyone who would 
like prayer for themselves or others who 
are suffering from any kind of illness or 

anxiety e.g. before a medical appointment 
or job interview. We pray immediately upon 
receiving the request - which we hold in 
strictest confidence - and will continue 
to do so daily for two weeks, or longer, if 
appropriate. Phone Pat Edwards (01494 
672117).
Meditation - Tuesday mornings at 10.30am 
for an hour followed by tea and coffee.
Evening services - These will be held at 
6.30pm over the summer.

St Michael and All Angels Church,  
St Michael’s Green, Beaconsfield 

 
The church is now closed due to government 
advice.  We will keep you updated as to 
when we are allowed to open again.
There are currently livestream services: 
midday prayers, 7.00pm Compline, 
available at https://www.facebook.com/
beaconsfieldteamministry/ 
For further information or initial contact 
details for St Michael’s Church please refer to 
the inside front cover of this magazine. There 
is a board in our small chapel for prayer 
requests.
USUAL SUNDAYS
St Michael’s service times are 8.00am for 
traditional said Holy Communion, 9.15am 
for services and activities orientated towards 
families and 10.30am for a sung Holy 
Communion. Ministry of Healing Prayer is 
available each Sunday during the 10.30am 
service. Times of services vary for special 
occasions. All services (apart from 8.00am) 
offer tea and coffee afterwards. Please join us.
1st Sunday 9.15am - Early Birds in our Hall. 
A short informal service for 0-7 year olds and 
carers. 
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2nd Sunday 4.00pm - Messy Church is a fun 
service with craft activities in our Hall. There 
is NO 9.15am Family Praise.
3rd Sunday 9.15am - Family Communion. 
A shortened family friendly Communion 
service with children’s involvement, in our 
church.    
4th Sunday 9.15am - Family Praise in the 
church.
WEEKDAYS WITH ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 
COMMUNITY
Wednesdays at 9.00am - Communion 
Service in the Lady Chapel, with a focus 
on personal prayers and those for the 
local community.  Drop in for coffee in the 
meeting room behind the Church from 
9.30am until 10.15am.  Everyone is welcome. 
You don’t have to come to church.  
T-Club meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday 
of each month from 2.15pm to 3.30pm in 
St. Michael’s Hall, Grenfell Road.  Please join 
us for tea, homemade cakes and a chat.  A 
nominal donation of £2.00 per meeting is 
appreciated. 
Men’s and ladies lunches are on the last 
Tuesday of every month. The men’s lunch 
is held in the meeting room behind the 
church. The ladies’ lunch is in a member’s 
home. Please note that the June date has 
been brought forward to 23rd June. For 
more details (and so we know numbers) 
please phone 01494 672949 and come 
for a pleasant lunch and chat in a friendly 
welcoming atmosphere. 

St Thomas’ Church, 
Mayflower Way, Holtspur 

The church is now closed due to government 
advice.  We will keep you updated as to 
when we are allowed to open again.

There are currently livestream services: 
midday prayers, 7.00pm Compline, 
available at https://www.facebook.com/
beaconsfieldteamministry/
Hall & Lounge - These can be booked 
separately or for joint use by contacting 
the Hall Secretary, Christine Adali on 
07517 151581 or email booking@
stthomasbeaconsfield.org.uk
House groups - meet every fortnight. Please 
contact Mrs Helen Buchanan on innishan@
aol.com
Kiln Court - An informal service at 10.30am 
on the 2nd Wednesday each month.
Oasis Bereavement Support Group – 
Sadly, we are not able to meet for the time 
being but will start again as soon as we are 
allowed.  However, if any person who has 
suffered a recent bereavement would value 
a phone call please call either Pat on 672117 
or Lorraine on 672860.

Hope Church, 
Baring Road  

Following the most recent advice from 
our national leaders and denominational 
partners, we have decided to stop all 
public gatherings. This includes our weekly 
activities, small groups and Sunday services.
We will however continue to gather in other 
ways using online technology, including a 
simple service live streamed on Sundays at 
10.00am. During these times we will worship, 
hear from God’s word and pray for one 
another and our communities. https://www.
hopebeaconsfield.co.uk/Groups/337802/
Live_Service.aspx
We are running a number of online 
gatherings such as small groups, prayer 
meetings and bible studies. You can find 
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all the information here https://www.
hopebeaconsfield.co.uk/Groups/327209/
Small_Groups.aspx
We meet every Sunday at 10.00am for a time 
of open worship followed by a talk to help 
us understand what the Bible means for us 
today. Children’s activities are provided at 
the same time.
Prayer meetings take place in several homes 
and the church throughout the week. 
Options is for women of all ages and 
takes place in term time on Tuesdays from 
10.30am - 11.30am.  A crèche is provided for 
young children. The sessions begin with tea 
or coffee at 10.00am followed by a topical 
speaker or a discussion on a wide range of 
subjects from gardening to cross-cultural 
music to mission. 
Lifegroups - Focus groups and Interest 
groups meet at various times throughout 
the week in several places.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend a group - or more! These 
groups are designed to help us support each 
other in living out our Christian faith in a 
smaller group context.
For further details on any of the above 
activities, please call the church office on 
01494 675185 or see our website www.
hopebeaconsfield.co.uk

Free Methodist Church,  
Shepherd’s Lane

Sunday morning church service: 10.45-
11.45am followed by refreshments in the hall. 
2nd Sunday of the month is a family service 
with an emphasis towards children.
Coffee Mornings - Come and join us for 
a coffee/chat at 10am-midday on the 2nd 
Saturday of every month in the church hall.

Bible Studies & prayer meetings - as 
arranged. Please call 681321 for more 
information. 

St Teresa’s R. C. Church, Warwick Road, 
Beaconsfield, Tel: 01494 673018

Live streaming of Mass will continue over 
the next few weeks – 9.00am every weekday 
morning and 10.00am on Sunday. Once we 
have resumed regular Sunday Masses there 
will be a collection for the priests which will 
be in lieu of the Easter collection.
A Prayer Group meets in the church every 
Wednesday morning at 10am following 
Mass at 9.30am. All are welcome. For further 
information please contact the Parish Office. 
Bible Study - A group meets regularly on 
a Monday morning from 10.00am until 
12.15pm in St Teresa’s Parish Centre. All 
welcome. No prior knowledge required.
Catholic service in Sunrise Nursing Home, 
Beaconsfield - A ‘Word and Communion’ 
service is held at Sunrise at 10.30am on the 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month.
Coffee & company morning in the Parish 
Centre every Tuesday from 10.30am until 
12.30 organised by The Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society. Open to all who would enjoy 
dropping in for tea/coffee, homemade cake 
and a chat.

United Reformed Church,  
Aylesbury End 

 
Sadly the official advice from both 
government and the General Secretary 
of the United Reformed Church is that 
we currently suspend all acts of worship, 
physical meetings and other church 
activities. 
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We have moved to online (streamed) 
services and acts of worship. On the website 
https://www.beaconsfield-urc.org/ please 
click the link to our YouTube page.
All Age Family Café Service: Half-hour 
service at 9.15am on 2nd Sunday each 
month. New families especially welcome.
Coffee mornings: 1st Saturday of the 
month. All welcome. For further details 
please phone 07714 871505. 
Bible study: Fridays 10.30am (term time) at 
Holtspur URC led by Revd Nigel Douglas - All 
welcome.  For further details please phone 
07714 871505. 
Bradbury House: Members of the URC 
church lead a half-hour service for the 
residents of Bradbury House on the 
4th Sunday of each month at 3.00pm. 
Townspeople are welcome. 
Sunday afternoon worship at 4.00pm – 
The gathering place with refreshments in the 
church hall. 

United Reformed Church,  
Holtspur Crabtree Close 

Sunday morning church service at 
10.00am, followed by refreshments in the 
hall.
Young at Heart: on 2nd and 4th Mondays 
of the month at 2.15pm. Open to all. There 
are no meetings planned at the moment.
Bible study: Fridays at 10.30am during 
(term time) - For further details please phone 
07714 871505.

Latimer Minster Stampwell Farm, 
Oxford Road, HP9 2XD

We’re currently doing things differently 
as we continue to engage as a virtual 
community at Latimer Minster. We’ve lots of 
opportunities for you to stay connected with 
us from live streaming sermons, devotionals, 
prayer meetings and other ways to stay in 
touch. See https://theminster.org/church/
stay-connected/
All are welcome to attend our Sunday 
morning service in the Big Top (yellow and 
white tent, you can’t miss it), from 10:30am 
to 12noon, every Sunday. Refreshments 
are served from 10.00am. There is children’s 
church (for children and youth aged 0-13 
years) during the service each week. Just 
sign in before the service.  
Prayer and Communion - Every Wednesday 
(during term time) we meet in the Small Barn 
for intercessory prayer between 9.00am - 
9:30am. We have prayer and praise cards on 
the welcome table at the back of the tent 
if you ever want to submit a prayer request 
for this session. From 9:30am – 10.00am we 
share communion together. This is open to 
all - feel free to attend one or both sessions.
The Eye of The Needle Sewing Group - On 
Fridays, from 11.00am to 1.00pm, we meet 
in the Small Barn at Stampwell Farm to 
catch up, eat cake, and get creative with all 
different types of material.
To register or find out more, please email 
jane.overnell@theminster.org
For further details on any of the above 
activities, please call 0300 303 8800, email: 
contact.us@latimerminster.org or see our 
website https://theminster.org/ 
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TERRY WAITE - ON COPING WITH LOCKDOWN
Terry Waite spent four years in solitary 
confinement in Beirut. He says: “In 
isolation, it is easy to become introspective 
and depressed. All of us, when we are 
honest and examine ourselves critically, 
will discover things about ourselves of 
which we are not especially proud. I had 
to learn how to grow a greater acceptance 
of myself and work towards a deeper inner 
harmony.  

“…. Today in lockdown, it’s important 
to keep yourself well. Don’t slob around 
all day in pyjamas and a dressing gown. 
Dress properly and develop a routine. It’s 
important to have a structure – get up at a 
certain time, eat regular meals and so on.

“If you have faith, then that will give you 
resources to draw on”, especially if you 
know some hymns, psalms and prayers 
by heart. “When I was captured, they were 
there to call on.”

REMEMBER TRAFFIC JAMS?
One good thing about the lockdown is that 
you’ll have spent less hours stuck in traffic 
this spring. 

Recent research has found that in 2019, 
car-using commuters lost an average of 
115 hours stuck in traffic. No surprises that 
London was the most congested, with 
people losing 149 hours over the year. After 
all, London comes 8th in the world for bad 
traffic jams.

Belfast was the next worst, with 112 hours 
lost per commuter. That is closely followed 
by Bristol (103 hours), Edinburgh (98 hours), 
and Manchester (92 hours).  

London and Edinburgh have tied for the 
title of UK’s slowest-moving city centre, with 
the average speed being about 10mph. 
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St Sofa’s

We worship at St Sofa’s now
Since Covid came to stay

We don’t dress up or do our hair
But still we come to pray!

Our Vicar is a clever chap
A Zoom with his IT

And so we sit down ev’ry week
And meet up virtually!

Our Parish Church stands empty
With praise she does not ring;

But still her people gather round
To pray, and praise, and sing!

The virus is a nasty thing
Yet it has helped us see

The church is NOT a building
But folk like you and me!

INTERESTING FACTS - TRAINS, PLANES 
AND AUTOMOBILES...

1.  The world’s longest commercial flight 
took around 30 hours.

The so-called ‘Double Sunrise’ service by 
Qantas, which ran from Australia to Sri 
Lanka from 1943-45, often lasted over 30 
hours, with passengers seeing the sunrise 
twice. Today the longest commercial flight 
is the Singapore Airlines Singapore to New 
York route, with an average journey time of 
17 hours and 50 minutes.

2.  The shortest commercial flight takes less 
than two minutes.

Incredibly, the shortest commercial flight, 
operating between the neighbouring 
islands of Westray and Papa Westray in 
Scotland’s Orkney islands, takes around 
one and a half minutes. With the fastest 
recorded flight taking less than 50 seconds.

3.  Japanese railways hand out ‘certificates’ 
for delays of more than five minutes.

Japanese trains, reputedly the most 
punctual in the world, issue passengers 
with a ‘delay certificate’ if a train is running 
more than five minutes behind schedule. 
The documents can be shown to bosses or 

teachers to explain a passenger’s lateness. 
Delay certificates are also issued on some 
trains in Germany and in Paris.

4.  The most expensive airport to city taxi 
ride costs around £190.

Any budget traveller worth their salt 
attempts to avoid airport taxis at all costs, 
but anyone keeping an eye on their 
finances should certainly avoid jumping in 
a cab from Tokyo’s Narita Airport. According 
to a study by Moneycorp (a currency 
exchange company), the ride is the most 
expensive airport-to-city transfer in the 
world, costing an average of £191/$235 one 
way.

5.  India’s trains transport roughly 23 million 
passengers each day.

That’s the entire population of Australia. 
Additionally, if laid out in a single line, the 
tracks from India’s railway network could 
circle the world one and a half times.
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TWEENS AND TEENS

2nd Wednesday in the month from 
3.30 - 5.30pm, United Reformed 

Church, Holtspur, Crabtree Close.  
Crafts, Bible stories, food and fun. 
Contact: 673490 or 07714 871505.  

2nd Sunday in the month  
at 4.00 - 5.30pm,  

St Michael’s Church, Grenfell Road
Friendly, fun, creative worship with 

a chance to chat and meet other 
families. For children 4-11 come with 

your adults and siblings welcome. 
Contact: 676931.  

3rd Wednesday in the month  
from 3.30 - 5.30pm,  

United Reformed Church, 
Aylesbury End  

Crafts, Bible stories, food and fun. 
Contact: 673490 or 07714 871505.  

Sunday, four times a year only  
at 4.00pm - 6.00pm in the  

Fitzwilliams Centre, Windsor End
Crafts, songs, stories and food. A fun 

place for families finding faith.  
Contact: 676690

Friday evening 
(term time)
from 5:30pm - 7:30pm 
at The Curzon Centre, Maxwell Road
This club is aimed towards children who 
are between the ages of 6-11. Here we 
have all manner of games, including table 
football, pool, group games, table tennis 
and an Xbox One and Wii. We also have a 
tuck shop, so bring your pennies!  
For more information, please contact 
Mark Humphries: 
office@hopebeaconsfield.co.uk 

Fusion youth  
Sunday evening from 
6.00pm - 7.45pm (term time),  
St Thomas’, Mayflower Way, HP9 1UF
For 10 - 14 year olds - space for young 
souls, shaping body, mind and spirit. 
Contact Michelle on 07973 921714 
fusionbeaconsfield@gmail.com 
Instagram: fusionbeaconsfield

Saturday 10.00am - 12 noon, 
Fitzwilliams Centre, Windsor End

For all dads, grandads and pre-school 
children. This is an ideal opportunity 

for fathers to spend some quality 
time with their children at the end of 
the working week while giving mums 

a break! Contact: 676690. 
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TOTS AND TODDLERS
Little Feet toddler group 
Monday from 10.00am - 11.30am (term 
time), Hope Church Beaconsfield 
For babies and pre-school children and 
their carers. The whole building is given 
over to this popular activity with ride-on 
toys, play house, craft, painting, sand-
play, story-time and singing - and lots 
more. The cost is £1.50 per family.  
Contact: 675185.

Toms Tots 
Tuesday from 9.30am - 11.30am 
(term time), St. Thomas’ Church Hall, 
Mayflower Way, Holtspur 
Toddler playgroup for little ones and their 
carers. Plenty of toys, puzzles, games, crafts, 
singing and story time. Meet new friends 
over tea and healthy snacks for the children. 
We look forward to welcoming you. Contact 
Ruth Moores on 673167 or mooresfamily@
btopenworld.com    

Toddler Group  
Wednesday from 1.30pm - 3.00pm (term 
time), Fitzwilliams Centre, Windsor End 
Bring your babies and toddlers for 
company, play, snacks, stories and songs. 
Bring yourselves for socialising and a cuppa 
with other mums, dads, grandparents and 
carers.  All welcome.  £1 per family. Contact 
Ann Benstock 672314. 

Babies & Toddlers 
Thursday from 9.00am - 11.30am (term 
time plus some holiday meetings), 
United Reformed Church Hall, 
Aylesbury End
Toys, crafts, stories, songs, healthy snacks, 
good coffee and a friendly welcome. 
The cost is £1 per family. For further 
details call Barbara and Nigel on 673490 
or 07714871505 or e-mail: minister@
beaconsfield-urc.org

Bulrushes Toddler Group 
Friday from 9.30am - 11.00am (term 
time), St Michael’s Hall, Grenfell Road 
For children under school age. Mothers, 
fathers and carers enjoy chatting and 
making new friends in a happy atmosphere 
while children play.  There are plenty of toys 
and things to do.  The entrance fee is £1 per 
family (2 children max) with subsequent 
children at 50p each including refreshments 
for the children and adults.  Come along 
and have fun with your children, or you 
might like to help serve the drinks for the 
children and adults. Contact 676931. 

Minster Munchkins  
Toddler Group  
Friday from 10.00am - 11.30am (term 
time), Stampwell Farm, Oxford Road 
(opposite the Crowne Plaza Hotel on 
the A40). This is a parent toddler group 
that meets in the Big White Tent. It’s an 
opportunity for free play, coffee and chat 
- all are welcome to join. The cost is £2.00 
per family. Contact: minstermunchkins@
theminster.org for more information.



 
 Beaconsfield Community Magazine - June 202026

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – JUNE 2020
JUNE  
MONDAY 1 
7.30pm Zoom meeting: Careers 

Springboard weekly virtual 
presentation. New members 
can register to join by 
following directions on www.
careersspringboard.org.uk – 
Building a winning CV 

WEDNESDAY 3
1.00pm  Better Connected Beaconsfield 

& Beaconsfield Rugby Club: 
Collection of essential food and 
other items to support those in 
need. Please leave on doorstep/
front gate.

THURSDAY 4
10.30am  The Arts Society Beaconsfield: 

Virtual lecture from Jacqueline 
Cockburn on Goya. Members 
will be sent an email explaining 
how to obtain access. See page 17

8.00pm  Clap for all those who are out 
there making an unbelievable 
difference to our lives in these 
challenging times… you are 
amazing!

MONDAY 8
7.30pm  Zoom meeting: Careers 

Springboard weekly virtual 
presentation. New members 
can register to join by 
following directions on www.
careersspringboard.org.uk – The 
future of work

WEDNESDAY 10
1.00pm  Better Connected Beaconsfield 

& Beaconsfield Rugby Club: 
Collection of essential food and 
other items to support those in 
need. Please leave on doorstep/
front gate.

THURSDAY 11
8.00pm  Clap for all those who are out 

there making an unbelievable 
difference to our lives in these 
challenging times… you are 
amazing!

SATURDAY 13
The Queen’s Official Birthday

MONDAY 15
7.30pm  Zoom meeting: Careers 

Springboard weekly virtual 
presentation. New members 
can register to join by 
following directions on www.
careersspringboard.org.uk - 
Linkedin - A winning profile

WEDNESDAY 17
1.00pm  Better Connected Beaconsfield 

& Beaconsfield Rugby Club: 
Collection of essential food and 
other items to support those in 
need. Please leave on doorstep/
front gate

“Something’s wrong with me,” sighed a 
young lady after a wedding. “I’ve been 
a bridesmaid twice, I even caught the 
bouquet, too; but I’m still single.”

“Next time,” advised her grandmother, 
“don’t reach for the flowers; reach for 
the best man.”
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS – JUNE 2020
THURSDAY 18
10.30am  The Arts Society Beaconsfield: 

Virtual lecture from Maria 
Chester on Mayan culture: 
Bonampak, ‘Mexico’s Sistine 
Chapel.’ Members will be sent an 
email explaining how to obtain 
access. See page 17

8.00pm  Clap for all those who are out 
there making an unbelievable 
difference to our lives in these 
challenging times… you are 
amazing!

SUNDAY 21 Father’s Day

MONDAY 22
7.30pm Zoom meeting: Careers 

Springboard weekly virtual 
presentation. New members 
can register to join by 
following directions on www.
careersspringboard.org.uk - The 
interview itself

WEDNESDAY 24
1.00pm  Better Connected Beaconsfield 

& Beaconsfield Rugby Club: 
Collection of essential food and 
other items to support those in 
need. Please leave on doorstep/
front gate

THURSDAY 25
8.00pm  Clap for all those who are out 

there making an unbelievable 
difference to our lives in these 
challenging times… you are 
amazing!

MONDAY 29
7.30pm  Zoom meeting: Careers 

Springboard weekly virtual 
presentation. New members 
can register to join by 
following directions on www.
careersspringboard.org.uk - Tell 
me about yourself

DETAILS FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

St. Mary’s 
Funerals  
April 2   Jamie Godrich (74)
April 16 Susan Budden (90)
April 17  Norman Francis (82)
April 24  Gabriella Blampied (82)
April 28  Audrey Simmins (95)
April 28  Neil Relph (64)

St Thomas’ 
Funeral 
April 21  Pamela Southgate (89)

St Teresa’s 
Funerals 
March 23  Marcia Cantrell
April 8  Eileen Green
April 24  Diana Canning
April25  Thomas Connolly 
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RUN RUN RUN!
Do you think of yourself as a runner?  If 
not, now may be the time to consider 
taking it up.

You could start a ‘Virtual relay Marathon’ in 
your local neighbourhood. You don’t even 
have to run, you can jog or even power 
walk.  It’s all fine. Contact Gillian McAlister 
on 01494 670375 / gillian.mcalister1@
btopenworld.com and she will tell you 
how it works and help you set one up. 

According to the NHS, running burns more 
calories than any other mainstream sport, 
which is perfect if you want to shed a few 
pounds. 

Running is a cardio exercise, which means 
it gets your heart rate up and your blood 
pumping. That not only improves your 
general fitness, but it is also great for 
protecting you from heart disease, type 2 
diabetes and stroke.  

Running also improves your sense of 
well-being because it releases natural 
endorphins, which are your mood-

boosting hormones.  And if you want 
maximum benefit, try running in green 
spaces – being out in nature has a 
measurable positive impact on your 
psychological health.

Don’t be afraid to start slow. Remember 
that ANY fitness activity which raises your 
heart rate and gets you a bit out of breath 
is good for you. One excellent way to 
begin is to try alternating a few steps of 
running with a few steps of walking. That 
will help build your fitness levels in record 
time!

NO PLASTIC PLEASE, WE’RE THE 
NATIONAL TRUST

The National Trust is going to get rid of 
its plastic membership cards. Replacing 
the five million membership cards with 
a paper alternative will save 12.5 tons of 
plastic each year.

The new cards will be made from a strong 
and durable paper, with a water-based 
coating. The cards will be recyclable and 
compostable.

The National Trust also has plans to almost 
completely remove single-use plastics 
from its sites by 2022. It has already 
replaced all disposable food packaging 
with compostable products. Next, it wants 
to remove plastic drinks bottles and 
eliminate plastic packaging from its shops.
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Letter to a Loved One 
This is an especially difficult time if you have a relative or friend in hospital.  

We know how important it is to keep in touch with those you love, when visiting is restricted.  

To help keep in touch you can now use our ‘letter to a loved one’ service. 
Send your letter (including one digital photograph) to the following email address:  

We will print out your letter, seal it into an envelope and deliver it to  
your loved one who’s in hospital to keep and re-read as they wish. 

  

bht.lettertoalovedone@nhs.net  

Please include the patient’s FULL NAME and DATE OF BIRTH
 and, if you know it, their NHS NUMBER, WARD NAME and LOCATION 

 

TRUST LAUNCHES 
LETTER TO A LOVED 

ONE INITIATIVE
We know this is an especially difficult 
and worrying time for those who have a 
relative or friend in hospital. We know how 
important it is to keep in touch with loved 
ones and that being unable to visit them can 
make the stress and worry hard to bare. 

The Trust has therefore set up a scheme to 
ease this worry and help families and friends 
stay in contact with the ones they love. 

Family and friends can send a letter to a 
loved one via a dedicated email address bht.
lettertoalovedone@nhs.net. 

Anyone wishing to use this service should 
send their message in an email or as a Word 
attachment. One digital photograph can 
be included within the email which will be 
printed in colour. The Trust will print out each 
letter, pop it into an envelope and deliver 
it to the patient to whom it is addressed to 
keep and re-read as they wish. 

Those using the scheme are asked to include 
their loved one’s full name, date of birth, 
postcode, and NHS number (if this is known). 
The Trust cannot enter into a discussion 
about a patient’s health or ongoing 
treatment via this email address. 

Letters received before 10am from Monday 
to Friday, will be delivered on the day. Those 
received after 10am will be delivered next 
day. Letters received over the weekend will 
be delivered on the following Monday. 

All letters will be treated as confidential. If a 
patient is unable to open or read a letter we 
will ask their permission before opening or 
reading letters out to them. 

For further information, contact the 
Buckinghamshire Healthcare NHS Trust 
communications team on 01494 734959 or 
at bht.communications@nhs.net
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LOCAL INFORMATION
Age UK Buckinghamshire is an independent 
charity helping local older people to have a 
better quality of life.  It provides a range of 
free services to support older people in their 
own homes, including Information & Advice, 
Befriending Plus, Welfare Benefits and Memory 
Advice as well as a number of other services, 
such as foot care, which are chargeable.  For 
further information and details of all services 
call Age UK Bucks on 01296 431911 or visit the 
website at www.ageukbucks.org.uk.

Alzheimer’s Society Buckinghamshire – 
each local GP surgery has a named Memory 
Support Worker who can do home visits to 
carry out screening for people with memory 
concerns; provide support & guidance for 
people with a diagnosis of dementia and offer 
support and signposting for carers. There are 
Memory Information sessions for people with 
memory concerns and Dementia Information 
sessions for people with a diagnosis, all held 
within a short distance of the town.  Singing 
for the Brain sessions are held on most Friday 
mornings at the Fitzwilliams Centre. For further 
information on all Alzheimer Society services 
please contact the local office on 01494 670909 
or the Memory Support Service on 01296 
331749. The Alzheimer’s Society Dementia 
Connect support line is open 7 days a week for 
information, support and advice: 0333 150 3456.

Beaconsfield Advisory Centre 18 Aylesbury 
End (next to the United Reformed Church), 
supported by the local churches Tel: 01494 
672987 email: beaconsfieldadvisory@gmail.
com.  Outside office hours the recorded 
message will give other numbers to call. The 
office is open: Monday-Friday from 10.00am to 
12 noon.  Appointments are available outside 
office hours and home visits can be arranged 
for the housebound. The BAC was founded 54 
years ago so as to give anyone the opportunity 
to discuss problems and seek information 
in complete confidence with fully trained 
advisors, who will give initial advice on many 
cases such as benefits, debt, divorce, housing 
and legal matters. There are also specialist 
advisors who are available to follow up on 
more complicated matters.  We also offer free 
transport for medical appointments (donations 
always welcomed) for the elderly or infirm. 

New volunteer drivers always welcomed.  We 
also offer use of a computer for applications for 
Universal Credit and Home choice.

Beaconsfield Carers Group - The group which 
is run by Carers Bucks, takes place on the first 
Thursday of each month from 1.30pm-3.30pm 
at St Teresa’s Church Hall, Warwick Road, 
Beaconsfield. There is ample parking.  Carers 
Bucks is a registered charity which supports 
carers of all ages, from all communities, who 
are looking after a family member or friend 
who cannot manage without them.  The group 
offers a range of services, advice and support 
in your role as carer.  For further information 
please contact Timea Sharrad at Carers Bucks 
on 0300 777 2722.

Beaconsfield Community Association - Did 
you know there is a warm welcome and a 
three course lunch, available to people over 
60 every Thursday at the Curzon Centre, 
Maxwell Road?  If you think you might like 
to see what it is all about you can contact 
Elizabeth Meares on 01753 884970.  For further 
information on the BCA please contact the 
Chairman, Sandy Saunders on 07931 518660 or 
beaconsfieldcommassoc@gmail.com 

Beaconsfield Community Magazine 
- The Magazine is delivered monthly to 
subscribers’ houses (the annual subscription 
for 2020 is £10.00 and for postal copies 
outside the area £21.00pa).  To obtain details 
please contact 07919 028741 or subs@
beaconsfieldcommunitymag.org.uk.  Cheques 
are payable to ‘Beaconsfield PCC Magazine.’ 

Beaconsfield Friends of Cancer Research 
UK – your local committee raising vital funds 
for life saving research.  For more information 
on upcoming committee events or to make 
a donation please contact us on 677783 or 
671671.

Beaconsfield House Dental - NHS Dentist   28 
Aylesbury End, HP9 1LW, Beaconsfield Tel: 01494 
730940. Open on Saturday mornings.
Enquiries: info@beaconsfielddental.co.uk / 
http://beaconsfielddental.co.uk
Opening times: 
Monday-Saturday 8.30am-1.00pm / also 
Monday & Thursday 2.00pm-8.00pm and 
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LOCAL INFORMATION
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 2.00pm-5.30pm. 
Same day NHS emergency appointments for 
existing patients.

Beaconsfield Twinning Association - 
Beaconsfield is twinned with Langres in the 
Haute Marne region. The Twinning Association 
promotes cultural, social and friendship links 
between our two towns. There are regular 
exchange visits as well as events and activities 
in Beaconsfield for all age groups. See the 
website www.beaconsfieldtwinning.org or for 
enquiries / membership contact secretary@
beaconsfieldtwinning.org or the chairman 
Jacqui Hogan (01494 680997).

Beaconsfield Society - The Society celebrates 
the past, promotes the present and influences 
the future of Beaconsfield for the benefit of its 
residents and future generations.  We campaign 
for sensible development, organise events, 
encourage community engagement and 
participation.  Find out more on www.facebook.
com/BeaconsfieldSociety; on Twitter, @The 
BecSoc; our website www.beaconsfieldsociety.
org.uk or contact 07745 977838.

Beaconsfield Talking Newspaper - Free 
weekly recorded version of the local 
newspapers and also bi-monthly magazine, 
available on memory sticks for visually 
impaired.  Free loan of BoomBox.  Contact 
Barbara Francis 01494 673327 or barbaram.
francis@btinternet.com

Beaconsfield Town Council - Town Hall, Penn 
Road, Beaconsfield HP9 2PP Tel: 01494 675173 
(Monday to Friday 9.00am to 1.30pm) / info@
beaconsfieldtowncouncil.gov.uk

Bellringers St Mary & All Saints Church - The 
bells are rung for Sunday services, weddings 
and funerals throughout the year - and also 
to celebrate other special local or national 
events.  Practice night is on Friday from 8.00pm 
to 9.30pm and all are welcome to come and 
watch - or even better to come and join the 
band and learn to ring.  Anyone from about age 
12 can learn to ring - you should be able to ring 
simple rounds in a matter of a few months but 
to become fully competent can take a lifetime!  
For more information contact Andrew Halford 
at andrew.halford@btconnect.com or tel: 01494 
671253.

Buckinghamshire Council 
Adult Early Help Team Tel: 01296 383204. 
Children’s services Tel: 01296 383962. Adult social 
Care outside office hours, Tel: 0800 999 7677.

Careers Springboard - A registered ch¬arity 
based in Gerrards Cross, now incorporates The 
Graduate Network (GradNet). It is a FREE service 
run by local volunteers to help managers 
and professionals find paid employment 
and graduates to find their first professional 
role. Weekly meetings on Monday evenings 
at 7.30pm at: St Andrew’s United Reformed 
Church Hall, Packhorse Road, Gerrards Cross, 
SL9 7QE. For further information visit: http://
www.careersspringboard.org.uk

Chemist - Sainsbury’s has a pharmacy open on 
a Sunday in Beaconsfield.  Pharmacies are also 
available in the Tesco stores at both Loudwater 
and Amersham. 

Chiltern Train Information – Ticket office 
opening hours (Monday-Friday 06.05-20.00); 
(Saturday 6.40-18.10); (Sunday 8.05-17.35) call 
03456 005 165. www.chilternrailways.co.uk. 
National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 (24 hrs) 
www.nationalrail.co.uk

County Library Beaconsfield Branch 
Reynolds Road, HP9 2NJ. Tel: 01296 382415. 
Email:lib-bea@buckscc.gov.uk / www.buckscc.
gov.uk/libraries
 Monday Closed
 Tuesday 9.30am - 7.00pm 
 Wednesday 9.30am - 1.00pm
 Thursday & Friday 9.30am - 5.00pm
 Saturday 10.00am - 4.00pm
 Sunday Closed 

Cruse Bereavement Care - counselling and 
social activities for bereaved people of all ages. 
Call 01494 766455 for local group and more 
information. 

Free Home Library Service for housebound 
readers - For information or to use the service, 
phone Home Library Service on 01494 475573 
or email homelibraryservice@buckinghamshire.
gov.uk .  Volunteers choose library books and 
deliver them once a month, staying for a chat 
& a cuppa. If you know anyone who would like 
this service please let them know it is Free and 
available to those who are housebound.
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LOCAL INFORMATION
Girlguiding Beaconsfield - Varied programme 
of activities for girls. Rainbows (aged 5-7) 
Brownies (aged 7-10) Guides (aged 10-15). Trefoil 
Guild (adults 18 and over). For more information 
contact Hilary Zayed (265482) or Morag Mason 
(680354).

Hall bookings in Beaconsfield and Holtspur:
Beaconsfield Guide HQ
Audrey Dunn (673372)
enquiries@girlguidingbeaconsfield.org.uk
Council Hall 
The Town Clerk (675173)
Curzon Centre
Anja Yates/Gillian Bleakley (672891)
Fitzwilliams Centre
Hugh Suter (07596 136500)
fitzwilliamscentre@gmail.com
Reading Room 
Pam Crawford (677386)
St Michael’s Church
Gemma (676931) 
hall@stmichaelsbeaconsfield.org.uk
St Thomas’ Church
Christine Adali (07517 151581)
booking@stthomasbeaconsfield.org.uk
Tylers Green Village Hall
Tina Brown (819990)
tylersgreenvillagehall@gmail.com
URC Aylesbury End 
Dorothy Mulcock (676828)
URC Holtspur 
Eleanor Wilson (678290)  

Lunch Club, Papermill, London Rd, Loudwater, 
HP10 9YL - For older people who live alone, 
lunch at the Papermill on the 4th Tuesday of 
the month. We meet at 12 noon and are usually 
finished about 1.30pm.  Transport can be 
organised. Contact Alison on 673952 or 07760 
311006.  

Medical Centres - Millbarn Centre, 34 London 
End, HP9 2JH Tel: 675303; Simpson Centre, 70 
Gregories Road, HP9 1PS Tel: 671571.

Police - The Police are no longer based at the 
Town Hall. To contact the Police please call 
999 in an Emergency, for all other enquiries 
please call 101. To attend a Police Station visit 
either Amersham or High Wycombe. The 

Neighbourhood Team will still be present in and 
around the town or email: BeaconsfieldNHPT@
thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Prayer Chain - The Prayer Chain is for anyone - 
of any denomination, or none - who would like 
a group of Christians to pray in confidence for 
their needs.  Phone Pat Edwards (01494 672117).

Recycling Centres - accepting scrap metal, 
card, paper, engine oil, glass bottles, gas 
cylinders and hardcore are located at: 
Beaconsfield A40 London Road Lower 
Pyebushes HP9 2XB towards Gerrards Cross - 
opening hours 9:00am - 6:00pm (1st April to 
30th September); 9:00am-4:00pm (1st October 
to 31st March); open Sundays tel: 01296 382307.  
London Road East, Amersham HP7 9DT - open 
daily 8.00-18.00. Trade waste also accepted. 
Additional recycling, taking glass, paper, cans, 
and plastic at Sainsbury’s car park; clothing, 
shoes & textiles at Burkes Road (behind M&S) 
and general waste and mixed recycling at the 
Beacon Centre.  For further information on 
the environment and recycling waste see the 
website: www.buckscc.gov.uk 

Registrars of Births, Deaths, Marriages 
& Civil Partnerships - Beaconsfield Old 
Town Registration Office, 29 Windsor End, 
Beaconsfield HP9 2JJ.  By appointment only. 
Further information can be found at http://
www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/births-deaths-
marriages-and-civil-partnerships/

Births and Deaths 01494 475205/Marriages 
and Civil Partnerships 01494 475092.

Relate (formerly Marriage Guidance) - for 
appointments, call Relate on 01494 791180 
(Chiltern Hills Academy, Chartridge Lane, 
HP5 2RG) or 01628 625320 (Kite Ridge Centre, 
opposite No 29 Verney Avenue, High Wycombe 
HP12 3NE. 

The Friends of St Mary’s - A charity to 
preserve, maintain and update the church.  
Contact Eddie Weiss on 01494 673479 or 
eweiss@btopenworld.com 
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ELIZABETH LOWDEN 
SUGGESTS A SONNET              

FOR JUNE

Dame Judy Dench has decided to devote 
time in lockdown to learning one of 
William Shakespeare’s sonnets every day.  
A volume of 154 of his sonnets which had 
never before been printed, appeared in 
1609, seven years before his death aged 
52. That’s 5 months’ worth.  Could we learn 
a sonnet, by a variety of different authors 
every month? 

Of all the sonnets written in English in the 
last 700 years, Shakespeare’s are the easiest 
to commit to memory. Three sections of 
4 lines each (quatrains) make separate 
comments on a theme which is summed 
up in a final couplet. Each line of ten 
syllables has the same tum-ti-tum rhythm 
(iambic pentameter). If you give each 
sound at the end of a line a letter of the 
alphabet you see that his rhyme scheme is 
abab, cdcd, efef, gg. 

The sonnets cover such themes as the 
passage of time, love, infidelity, jealousy, 
beauty and mortality. The following is one 
of the best-known of the 154 sonnets.  

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate.
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date.

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven 
shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimmed;
And every fair from fair sometime declines,
By chance, or nature’s changing course, 
untrimmed;

But thy eternal summer shall not fade,
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st,
Nor shall death brag thou wand’rest in his 
shade,
When in eternal lines to Time thou grow’st.

So long as men can breathe, or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

Though it has a jaunty conclusion, the 
following sonnet is seriously concerned 
with marriage at a time when the banns 
called on those present to declare if they 
knew any “cause or  just impediment why 
these two persons should not be joined 
together in holy matrimony.”

Let me not to the marriage of true minds
Admit impediments. Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds,
Or bends with the remover to remove.

O no! it is an ever-fixed mark
That looks on tempests and is never 
shaken;
It is the star to every wand’ring bark,
Whose worth’s unknown, although his 
height be taken.

Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy lips and 
cheeks
Within his bending sickle’s compass come;
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,
But bears it out even to the edge of doom.

If this be error and upon me prov’d,
I never writ, nor no man ever lov’d.
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TROJAN READING FOR LOCKDOWN
Earlier this year the British Museum staged 
a wonderful exhibition ‘Troy - Myth and 
Reality.’  It was a journey through the 
history and mythology of ancient Greece 
and in particular the Trojan War. In the 
early 19th century the possible site of Troy 
was re-discovered in Western Turkey with 
archaeologists uncovering evidence of a 
kingdom that peaked and was destroyed 
around 1,180 BC. This may have been 
the city which formed the basis of tales 
recounted by Homer in the Iliad and the 
Odyssey about 400 years later. 

The story of the great Trojan War has been 
represented in art and literature through 
the ages and the exhibition displayed 
artefacts that go back many hundreds of 
years. The heroes of the Trojan wars are all 
represented including of course Achilles, 
Odysseus, Agamemnon, Hector, Ajax and 
many others. The exhibition also drew 
parallels with more recent conflicts in the 
world and in particular the impact of war 
on women. 

In legend the War began after the 
abduction of the beautiful Queen Helen 
of Sparta by Prince Paris of Troy. Helen 
was also the wife of Menelaus, who in 
retaliation for her abduction persuaded his 
brother King Agamemnon of Mycenae to 

lead an expedition 
to retrieve her. 
Agamemnon 
rallied leaders from 
the Greek world 
to join him and a 
fleet of more than 
a thousand ships 
crossed the Aegean 
sea to Asia Minor to 
lay siege to Troy and 

demand Helen’s return from Priam, the 
Trojan King. A long and bloody war ensued 
and this being Greek mythology the Gods 
played their role in the conflict.

The story of the Trojan War is well known 
and still continues to inspire.  This year I 
have read two books which pick up the 
story: The Song of Achilles by Madeline 
Miller (Bloomsbury) and The Silence of the 
Girls by Pat Barker (Penguin).

The Song of Achilles focuses on two main 
characters: Achilles and Patroclus.  In 
legend Achilles was the son of King Peleus 
of Phithia and Thetis, a cruel sea goddess.  
He was the golden boy of Greek legend, 
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known for his speed, strength, beauty 
and bravery.  By contrast Patroclus was 
a shamed and awkward young Prince 
who was exiled by his father to the court 
of King Peleus. Brought up together the 
two boys became great friends, training 
to be soldiers together.  When Achilles 
was attracted by fame and fortune to join 
Agamemnon’s great army to rescue Helen, 
Patroclus joined him. The book tells of the 
war from the perspective of these two 
men. It also tells of their deep friendship 
where Patroclus makes the ultimate 
sacrifice for Achilles. It is a love story as 
well as a battle between Gods and Kings 
and includes all the main characters from 
the Iliad. 

Briseis, another queen of Troy, appears in 
The Song of Achilles but The Silence of the 
Girls is her story.  Goddesses had power 
in Greek legend but mortal women were 
of no consequence.  Briseis’ family was 

murdered by the Greeks and following 
capture she was given to Achilles to be his 
bed slave.  She is used as a pawn between 
Agamemnon and Achilles and suffers 
greatly at their hands. The novel describes 
life in the Greek camp and in particular 
the role of women as slaves, nurses, and 
prostitutes. This is the story of the Trojan 
Wars from a female perspective and is a 
window on the suffering of women in war 
- a theme picked up on by the exhibition 
at the British Museum.

Both novels culminate in the vengeful 
killing of Hector by Achilles and the 
subsequent Greek victory over Troy, but 
the perspective is different and together 
the novels allow the reader to think more 
broadly about this ancient story. I found 
both novels absorbing reads and either (or 
both) would be a great way to occupy a 
few hours during lockdown!

Heather Duffy
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NEIGHBOURHOOD AWARDS 2020
Every year Red Kite holds its 
Neighbourhood Awards event, so that 
they can give recognition to the people 
who really make a difference in our 
communities.

We are pleased to announce that the 
nominations are now open for the 2020 
neighbourhood awards. Categories are as 
follows:

 Amazing Volunteer

 Good Neighbour

 Young Hero

 Gardening Awards – this includes best 
kept garden, best small garden, best 
vegetable garden, best school garden 
and best communal garden

For more information and to enter in this 
competition please use the following link- 
https://redkitehousing.org.uk/supporting-
communities/neighbourhood-awards or 
call us on the number below. Closing date 
for entries is Friday 21st August.

Please note: Due to the COVID-19 
situation, we will not be holding any 
formal ceremony, and all prizes and 
certificates will be sent electronically or 
via post. We will announce the winners on 
the website, social media and via digital 
newsletter.

Please phone 07767 481855 or email 
Bazgha.sultana@redkitehousing.org.uk if 
you have any questions or would like to 
nominate but can’t do so on-line.
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Dial codes (01494) unless stated otherwise.
Our charges are 5p a character per month for a minimum of 3 issues.

To advertise contact Margaret  
on 07919 028741

Accountant (Chartered Management)
Accounting, taxation and payroll services 
for Sole Traders, Partnerships and Limited 
Companies. References available on 
request. Gillian McAlister (FCMA) 01494 
670375.

Alison Mobile Hair Design
Quality hairdressing in the peace and quiet 
of your own home. Tel: 07980 469208.

Chiltern Furniture Restoration
French Polishers, Furniture Repairs, 
Upholsterers. Ring 01494 438052.

Driveway & Patio Cleaning
Beaconsfield 676923/07732 717328.

Electrician
Bob Reid: 01628 819209.

Furniture Repairs/Reupholstery
Regluing loose chair joints, repolishing, 
all jobs large or small. Telephone Steve: 
816115.

Hairdresser
I am a mature freelance and salon based 
professional hairdresser with a passion for 
my work. I will visit you in your home, to 
restyle and colour or just re-shape your 

hair. I will look forward to meeting you. For 
an appointment please call Susie on 07761 
822989.

Piano Tuner
Fully qualified; over 20 years’ experience. 
Telephone Gill Green. Marlow (01628) 
485942.

Property Maintenance
All types of work undertaken. No job too 
small. Tel: 672075.

Welding
Small jobs. Call Peter 676923.

Yoga (Hatha) & Meditation Classes
Monday mornings 10.00am-11.15am, 
Thursday mornings 10.30am-11.45am 
Beaconsfield Old Town (free parking). 
Expectant mums welcome. Private 
classes offered. Also seated yoga/tai chi 
given on a 1:1 basis.  Amanda Green, 
DipFRYOG (Excellent) on 01494 474698 or 
amandajaynegreenhug@gmail.com

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

It is always advisable to obtain an estimate before agreeing to have work undertaken. 
While the Community Magazine endeavours to serve the community we cannot take 

responsibility for the services supplied, or claims made, by our advertisers.
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COLOURING FOR KIDS TO HELP KEEP THEM CALM AND FOCUSED
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DECORATING  

 

Interior and Exterior Painting  
and Decorating 

Professional and Reliable Service 
Quality Workmanship Guaranteed 

20 Years Experience 
Free Estimate 

Buckinghamshire  
and Surrounding Area 

Tel: 07947 103347 
01494 674836 

timhayward123@yahoo.co.uk 

 

T. Hayward 
Anne Wilkinson

Soft Furnishings Specialist

Design Advice-Make-Up-Installation

Curtains, Blinds, Soft Furnishings
Hand finished

Fabrics brought to your home
or use your own fabric

Competitive prices

Tel: 01844 342135
Mob: 07850 592075

MEND AND MAKE DO
According to handicraft expert Kirstie 
Allsopp, a missing button is the number 
one reason why 350,000 tonnes of 
wearable clothing may end up in UK 
landfill this year.  

But that was before lockdown.  Now you 
have time to make do – and mend!  Rescue 
and reuse your clothes.  After all, it saves 
money and the planet.  

WHAT IT SAYS ON 
THE SIGN

 At an optometrist’s office:  “If you can’t 
see what you’re looking for, you’ve 
come to the right place.” 

In a restaurant window: “Don’t stand 
there and be hungry. Come on in and 
get fed up.”

At an electricity company: “We would 
be de-lighted if you pay your bill. 
However, if you don’t, you will be.”
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YOUNG THEATRE VIRTUAL MEETING
Young Theatre has been running a Virtual 
BURNHAM TROPHY Film Festival in place 
of the cancelled Maidenhead and Henley 
Drama Festivals and the theatre lockdown.

Each group needed to produce a film 
based on a chosen year. This group 
got 1974 - Princess Anne’s attempted 
kidnapping and the FIRST McDonalds 
opening. The 1974 team wrote the script, 
agreed on costumes and scene setting 
and filmed individual segments before 
splicing them together remotely. The films 
all premiered on 17th May on the Young 
Theatre YouTube channel.
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LIFE WITHOUT CINEMA 
Unthinkable! So let us help you….

….by pointing the way with some film 
suggestions from the BFS programme 
group.  Films can be watched directly on 
your TV, computer, laptop or tablet.

Information about the different 
providers can be found at www.
beaconsfieldfilmsociety.com /Life without 
Cinema - Introduction

Please note that the availability information 
is a guide only.  In all cases it links to a non-
subscription service so that you can watch 
the film without the need for a regular 
subscription. It is highly likely that these 
films can be streamed from other providers.

Official Secrets (15) – Drama
USA 2019 - Director: Gavin Hood. The 
true story of British Intelligence whistle-
blower Katharine Gun (Keira Knightley} 
who during the immediate run-up to the 
2003 Iraq invasion, leaked a top secret 
NSA memo exposing a joint US-UK illegal 
spying operation.  The memo proposed 
blackmailing smaller, undecided UN Security 
Council member states into voting for 
war. Running time: 112 minutes. Cast: Keira 
Knightley; Matt Smith; Matthew Goode and 
Ralph Fiennes.

Ordinary Love (12) - Drama, Romance
USA 2019 - Directors: Lisa Barros D’Sa, 
Glenn Leyburn. Joan and Tom have been 
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married for many years. There is an ease to 
their relationship which only comes from 
spending a life time together and a depth 
of love which expresses itself through 
tenderness and humour in equal part. When 
Joan is unexpectedly diagnosed with breast 
cancer, the course of her treatment shines a 
light on their relationship as they are faced 
with the challenges that lie ahead and the 
prospect of what might happen if something 
were to happen to Joan. Running time: 92 
minutes. Cast: Amit Shah; David Wilmot; 
Lesley Manville and Liam Neeson

McQueen (15) – Documentary
UK 2018 - Directors: Ian Bonhôte, Peter 
Ettedgui.  The life and career of fashion 
designer Lee Alexander McQueen: from his 
start as a tailor, to launching and overseeing 
his eponymous line and his untimely 
death. Alexander McQueen’s rags-to-riches 
story is a modern-day fairy tale, laced with 
the gothic. Mirroring the savage beauty, 
boldness and vivacity of his design, this 

documentary is an intimate revelation of 
McQueen’s own world, both tortured and 
inspired, which celebrates a radical and 
mesmerizing genius of profound influence. 
Running time 111 minutes. Cast: Bernard 
Arnault; Detmar Blow; Isabella Blow and 
Joseph Bennett.

Red Balloon (PG) - 1956 Children’s 
Classic
France 1956 - Director: Albert Lamorisse. 
A boy makes friends with a seemingly 
sentient balloon, and it begins to follow 
him. It follows the boy to school, to the 
bus, and to church. Boy and balloon play 
together in the streets of Paris and try to 
elude a gang of boys that wants to destroy 
the balloon. Running time: 34 minutes.  
French with subtitles. Cast: Georges Sellier; 
Pascal Lamorisse; Paul Perey and Vladimir 
Popov.

Beaconsfield Film Society Programme 
Group
www.beaconsfieldfilmsociety.com
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Mallams
1788

Thinking of  
selling your  
painting? 

Design & Modern Art 
Specialist Max Fisher, 
is available to give free 
confidential valuations on  
any piece(s) you are 
considering selling at auction.

Home Visits also available

Enquiries: 01865 241 358 or 
max.fisher@mallams.co.uk

www.mallams.co.uk

Stay in the home you love 
Universal Care has been caring for people in their 
own homes in Beaconsfield and surrounding 
areas for over 30 years. 

We offer a range of support to suit all types of 
situations including respite care, live-in care 
and daily care. 

Your care, or that of a family member, will be provided by compassionate, 
reliable and well-trained staff. 

Call now for helpful advice 

 

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House ● 9 Windsor End ●  Beaconsfield HP9 2JJ 
Email: care@universal-care.co.uk  Visit www.universal-care.co.uk 



 
 Beaconsfield Community Magazine - June 202046

Residential Care Home in Beaconsfield Old Town
Recently refurbished Bradbury House provides exceptional 

care in the heart of Beaconsfield for 41 residents. 

Visit our website for more information 
www.bradburyhouse.co.uk or call us on 01494 671780

• Good-sized rooms, all en-suite
• Beautiful private gardens
• A home from home
• Thriving Activity Centre that provides
          day care for elderly members of our
          community

Beaconsfield and  
Gerrards Cross  

Branch  
 
 

 
We offer day courses at the Fitzwilliams Centre, 

& short courses at St Teresa’s Parish Centre 
& Gerrards Cross Memorial Centre 

 
Our programme will be issued shortly 

 
Please continue to watch this space! 
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A B HOUSEKEEPING 

reliable and affordable  
cleaners to clean & care  

for your home 

Tel. 01494 680322 
Mob. 07903 344719 

3 The Broadway, Penn Road HP9 2PD 
angelasbusiness1@gmail.com 

Regular cleaning & ironing 
One-off cleaning 
Friendly, Honest, Professional Service 
In Beaconsfield since 2007 
References upon request 

    We know every corner of

Beaconsfield
Our ethos has made us one
of the most reputable estate
agencies in the area.
 
If you are looking to sell or let your
property, call us to arrange a free,
personalised market appraisal.

Visit our website for an

INSTANT ONLINE
VALUATION
www.ashingtonpage.co.uk

Sales 01494 680018

Lettings 01494 685518
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www.normancox.co.uk 
Fencing & gates, trellis, hazel hurdles, sleepers, cladding, 
tools & accessories. Oak. Standard & custom built sheds, 

garden furniture, summer & play houses, gazebos, log stores, 
Mulch, decorative & play bark, mushroom compost & MORE … 

Tel: 01491 680671 --- mail@normancox.co.uk 

Photographic Services 
STUDIO 67 

Specialising in Family & Children’s 
Portraits, Weddings, Passports and 

commercial work  
Beaconsfield Town Hall HP9 2PP 

Tel: 01494 681595 
Mob: 07717 330601 

www.studio67images.co.uk 

BEACONSFIELD GARDEN  
SERVICES  

Tree Pruning/Topped/Felling 
Hedge Cutting & Lowering 
High Pressure cleaning 
Winter tidy-up 

Call Peter - 676923   
07732 717328 
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A.H.  Tripp  &  Son  Ltd 
Established 1867 

REMOVERS STORERS 
PACKERS 

Packaging materials for sale 
 Reg. Office: 34 Aylesbury End 

Beaconsfield Tel: 01494 675594 

A. Stride
Heating & Plumbing

Roofing • General Building
Painting & Decorating

Replastering & Guttering Service
Free Estimates

Tel: 01494 440219
Mobile: 07973 439781
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Kim Perry
Chiropodist 

H.P.C. registered

Telephone: 01753  663637
Mobile: 07736  610134

chiropody treatment in the 
comfort of your own home

surgery & saturday
appointments also available

For design or repro assistance,
contact Steve Moorse

tel: 01753 890266

email: steve.moorse@virgin.net

 

Kim Perry
Chiropodist

25.1.2012

 

BEACONSFIELD
PARISH MAGAZINE
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Please send your contributions for our July issue no later than 8th June  
to editor@beaconsfieldcommunitymag.org.uk

Adult Learning 
WEA courses 46 
 
Architects 
Michael Dales     39 
 
Carpentry 
Paul Burkey 51 
Stephen O’Connell 51 
 
Carpets & Flooring 
Beaconsfield Carpets 50 
 
Computers 
Learn to love your PC 44 
 
Decorators 
N Gillie    51  
T Hayward    39  
King Decorations             51 
Shakespeare 
Decorating 44 
 
Estate Agents 
Ashington Page 47 
 
Financial Services 
John Whittenbury            50  
 
Footwear 
Wainwright’s                    40  
 
Funeral Directors 
Arnold Funeral 
Services                           47 
 
Garden Services 
Beaconsfield Garden       49 
Norman Cox fencing, 
sheds & garden furniture 49 
Penn Landscapes 49 
Pukka Planting 44 
 
Health Care 
Chiropodist Kim Perry 51 
Pediworx 40 

Home Maintenance  
& Improvements 
All Services  
(A Stride)    50 
Heating & plumbing    47 
Plumbing & heating    Back cover 
Professional Handyman    49  
 
Home Services 
eXtremeclean    49 
Housekeeping    47 
L K Pestaway    47 
Removers 
(A H Tripp)    50 
The 50plus Independence 
In Your Home    50 
 
Medical Insurance 
M&L Healthcare  
Solutions    48 
 
Photographic Services 
Studio 67    49 
 
Residential & Home Care 
Bradbury House    46 
Oxford Aunts Care    40 
Universal Care    45 
 
Soft Furnishings 
Anne Wilkinson 
Curtains    39 
 
Valuations 
Mallams    45 
 
Weddings, Parties etc 
Curzon Centre            Back cover 
Halls                                 32 
 
Windows & Doors 
Warwick Doors   50 

 
  

Please also refer to the Small Advertisements on page 37 

Index of Advertisers 

It is always advisable to obtain an estimate before agreeing to have work undertaken.  While the 
Community Magazine endeavours to serve the community we cannot take responsibility for the  

services supplied, or claims made by our advertisers. 



 

St Teresa’s R.C. Church 
Warwick Road 

(www.littleflower.co.uk)

Parish Priest: 
Monsignor Sean Healy

The Presbytery, 40 Warwick Road HP9 2PL 
Tel: 01494 673018

Parish Office email: office@littleflower.co.uk

Hope Church Beaconsfield
(www.hopebeaconsfield.co.uk)

Pastor and Lead Elder:  
Tom Williams 

Church Office, Baring Road HP9 2NE 
Tel: 01494 675185

Free Methodist Church 
Shepherds Lane
Church Secretary: 
Tel: 01494 681321 

Latimer Minster 
(www.theminster.org)

Rector:
Frog Orr-Ewing

Stampwell Farm, Oxford Road HP9 2XD
Office Manager & PA to the Rector:

Rachel McKee
Tel: 0300 303 8800

email: contact.us@latimerminster.org

 United Reformed Church
Aylesbury End 

(www.beaconsfield-urc.org)

Minister:
Revd. Nigel Douglas

Tel: 01494 673490 & 07714 871505
minister@beaconsfield-urc.org 

Church Secretary:
Dorothy Mulcock
Tel: 01494 676828

email: dorothymulcock@aol.com

United Reformed Church 
Holtspur
Minister: 

Revd. Nigel Douglas
Tel: 01494 673490 & 07714 871505

minister@beaconsfield-urc.org  

Church Secretary: 
Joyce Crang 

Tel: 01494 866251

 
Religious Society of Friends 

(Quakers) - Jordans
Friends Meeting House, Welders Lane

Jordans HP9 2SN
Clerk: 

Michael Phipps 
Tel: 01494 876594

email: jjqmclerks@googlegroups.com
www.jordansquakercentre.org 

Mass or ‘Word & Communion’ - 9.30am Monday - Friday
Vigil Mass for Sunday - 6.00pm Saturday

Sung Mass with Folk Group 
8.45am Sunday (with children’s liturgy)
Sung Mass with Choir  - 11.30am Sunday

THE OTHER CHURCHES

Family Service 
10.00am (crèche and children’s ministry)

Morning Worship & Holy Communion 
10.30am (1st Sunday)

All Age Family Service 
9.30am (2nd Sunday)

Morning Worship 
10.30am (2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sunday)

(Crèche and Junior Church available at all 10.30am Services)

Morning Worship  - 10.00am
Holy Communion  - Monthly

Young at Heart
Monday afternoons 2.30pm – 4.00pm

Morning Worship - 10.45am
 (with Sunday School and Young People’s activities)
(Family Service 2nd Sunday; Communion 1st Sunday)

Meeting for Worship  and Children’s Meeting
10.30am

Morning service - 10.30am 
(refreshments served from 10.00am)

Children’s church during service 
(for children and youth aged 0-18 years)



 
 Beaconsfield Community Magazine - June 202054

ISSN 2397-7809
Cover Illustration: Dobbies opening day after ‘lockdown’

Chiltern Directories
L I M I T E D

PLEASE CHECK THIS PROOF CAREFULLY, 
PARTICULARLY PHONE NUMBERS AND YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

 Please contact us (by phone or email) AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to confirm that the 
advertisement above is acceptable, or if you require any amends. If emailing or leaving a voicemail, 

it is essential that you have confirmation from us that we’ve received your message. If we don’t 
hear from you before our deadline, we will use the advert as above in our next edition(s)

and you will be invoiced as booked. All advert designs are copyright Chiltern Directories Ltd. 
and must not be used in any other publications or websites unless we have given written approval 

at which time we will also supply you with a print ready file. We reserve the right to charge a 
release fee for advert designs.

PLEASE CHECK THIS PROOF CAREFULLY, 
PARTICULARLY PHONE NUMBERS AND 
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

tel. 07712816336 (Jan)
tel. 07500048230 (Coralie)

web. www.chilterndirectories.co.uk

PREMIUM
Plumbing and Heating
Specialists in Plumbing, Heating 
& Bathroom Installations

Tel: 01494 256175
Michael: 07737 007809
Glynn: 07834 734491
info@premiumplumbingandheating.co.uk

www.premiumplumbingandheating.co.uk
556705

REGISTERED
PLUMBER

00043041

PROOF


